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By  Nath.  Marshal,  D.  D.  Pve&or  of  the  Uni¬ 
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Psalm  xxxvii.  37. 

Mark  the  perfect  Man,  and  behold  the  up¬ 
right  ;  for  the  end  of  that  Man  is  Peace. 


Or,  as  the  verfion  of  our  Pfalter  renders  it. 

Verf.  38. 

Keep  Innocencj ,  and  take  heed  unto  the 
thing  that  is  right  ; for  that  f  hall  bring 
a  Man  Peace  at  the  lafl. 


H  E  whole  Pialm  contains  in  it  little 
more  than  a  left  of  Obfervations  up¬ 
on  the  different  Portions  of  the  Righ¬ 
teous  and  the  Wicked  ;  intended  to 
perfuade  the  former  to  acquiefce  in 
the  Dealings  of  God  with  both. 

It  could  not  be  difiembled,  that  the  evil  Doers 
had  fometimes  their  Run  of  Profperity,  and  more 
than  their  Share  of  worldly  Advantages  ;  as,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Righteous  were  plunged, 
now  and  then,  into  Circumflances  of  Diftrefs  and 
Difficulty.  This  was  fetting  the  Cafe  of  good 
Men  in  the  moft  unfavourable  Light,  and  view¬ 
ing  their  Condition  on  the  darkeft  fide  of  it  ;  as 
it  was  porting  wicked  Men  upon  the  Ground  of 
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moft  Advantage  to  them,  and  reprefenting  their 
Circum fiances  under  the  moft  hopeful  Appearan¬ 
ces*  Yet  even  upon  the  foot  of  this  Comparifon, 
the  Conclufion  was  obferved  by  the  Pfalmift,  to 
be  in  Favour  of  the  Righteous.  For  whereas  the 
end  of  the  Ungodly  was,  that  (a)  they  jhould  he  root¬ 
ed  out  at  the  laft ;  the  Perfed  and  Upright  would 
then  find  Peace ;  their  Innocence  and  Integrity 
would  be.fure  to  obtain  it  for  them.  - 

But  tho’  this  be  the  only  Certainty,  which  good 
Men  may  depend  upon,  without  any  one  Excep¬ 
tion  j  yet  there  are  many  Probabilities  in  their 
Favour,  many  intermediate  Chances  and  fair  Pro- 
fpeds,  for  the  Succefs  of  their  prefent  Aims  and 
Defigns.  Their  Hope  doth  not  lye,  ally  in  Re- 
verlion  ,*  tho’  the  main  of  it  chufes  to  center 
there.  Their  Pretenfions  to  this  World,  and  to 
itsfeveral  Felicities,  do  ftili  fubfift  ;  they  are  Sub¬ 
mitted  indeed,  but  not  Surrender'd. 

Wherefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  general  Defign 
in  view  with  holy  D anoidy  when  he  compofed 
this  Pfalm,  we  will  confider  the  Cafe  of  the 
Righteous  and  theWicked  fomewhat  more  parti¬ 
cularly  ;  that  we  may  obferve,  upon  the  whole, 
where  the  true  point  of  Intereft  mould  at  laft  be 
fix’d,  and  where  the  Balance  of  Advantage  turns  j 
whether  fteddy  Principles,  and  fuitable  Pradices, 
be  not  far  more  eligible,  than  Adions  which  pro¬ 
ceed  at  random,  without  any  Compafs  to  fteer 
by,  or  any  Rule  to  ad  juft  them. 

Now  that  this  Cafe  may  be  truly  ftated,  and 
this  whole  matter  laid  before  you  in  its  proper 

(m)  V.  39.  as  it  panels  in  our  Pj alter » 

-■■iL'  Light, 
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Light,  we  will  take  a  more  diftindi  Survey  of  the 
Righteous  and  theWicked  in  thefe  feveral  Poftures, 

1  ft.,  As  they  may,  (both  of  them,)  be  in  a  State 
of  Profpetf  and  Purfuit ,  with  regard  to  the 
Advantages  of  the  prefent  Life, 

As  thofe  Profpeffs  may  have  fucceeded 
with  them ;  and  they  may,  each  of  them,  be 
confider’d  as  in  a  State  of  Enjoyment . 

As  they  may,  both,  have  failed  in  their 
refpedive  Purfuit r,  and  fo  may  be  confider’d 
as  in  a  State  of  Dif appointment. 

Thefe  three  Particulars  will  take  in  the  whole 
Compafs  of  their  prefent  Life :  And  as  to  the 
Conclufion  of  it,  I  fhall  obferve  to  you  in  the 

4 th  place,  The  very  great  Difference  and  Dis¬ 
proportion  which  there  muff  be  between  the 
one  and  the  other  in  it. 

When  I  have  gone  thro’  thefe  feveral  Particu¬ 
lars  ;  I  (hall,  Laftly ,  apply  the  whole  to  the 
mournful  Occafion  of  our  prefent  AfFembly. 

1 ft.  Then,  we  are  to  take  our  Survey  of  the 
Righteous  and  the  Wicked,  as  they  may,  both  of 
them,  be  in  a  State  of  Projpeff  and  Purfuit ,  with 
regard  to  the  Advantages  of  the  prefent  Life. 

This  is  the  Cafe,  by  far,  mod  general  ;  fince 
few  of  either  fort,  live  to  fee  an  end  of  all  their 
Profpeffr.  Somewhat  or  other  they  ftill  have  up¬ 
on  the  Anvil,  which  lies  unfinifh’d,  and  waits  for 
the  Refults  of  Time,  and  the  opening  of  favoura¬ 
ble  Occafions.  The  Queftion  then  will  be,  for 
which  of  the  two,  thefe  Occafions  are  moft  likely 
to  open  favourably  c*  We  agree,  that  there  is,  and 

can 
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can  be,  here  nO  Certainty,  nor  any  Rule  laid  down, 
which  will  not  find  in  Experience  Exceptions  made 
to  it.  The  likelihood  of  Events,  whilft  they  have 
a  confefs’d  Uncertainty  and  Contingency,  is  our 
prefent  Enquiry. 

Now  the  Providence  of  God  will  leave  us  little 
Room  to  doubt,  which  fide  of  the  Queftion  hath 
the  moft  promifing’  Appearences.  He  hath  de¬ 
clar’d,  that  (b)  he  will  not  caft  away  a  perfect 
Man,  neither  will  he  help  the  evil  Doers  :  That  (c) 
the  Way  of  the  Wicked  is  as  Darknefs ;  hut  that  the 
Path  of  the  Juft,  is  as  the  perfect  Day:  That  (d) 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Perfect  ftp  all  direct  his  Way , 
but  the  Wicked  Jhall  fall  by  his  own  Wickednefs . 
That  the  (e)Curfe  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  Houfe  of  the 
Wicked  ,  but  he  bleffeththe  Habitation  of  the  Juft . 
That  the  (f)  Hope  of  the  Righteous  Jhall  be  Glad - 
?iejs :  but  the  Expectation  of  the  Wicked  ftoall  perijh . 

That  all  the  Recompence  of  good  Men  might 
not  be  poft-pon’d  to  an  invifible  State  ;  theie  are 
the  Declarations  of  God  in  their  Favour,  with 
regard  to  the  Things  which  are  feen  and  temporal ; 
and  it  is  eafy  t6  imagine,  that  thefe  may  be  per¬ 
form’d  to  them,  without  the  Interpofal  of  Mira¬ 
cles  to  fecure  the  Effedi  of  them. 

Contrary  Obfervations  made  upon  thelflue  of 
Things  are  often  miftaken,  and  form’d  upon  er¬ 
roneous  Eftimates  ;  and  a  few  Exceptions  to  the 
Rule ,  do  rather  confirm  than  ; weaken  it.  Sup- 
pole  a  particular  Providence,  and  you  cannot 


(b)  Jot  S.  20.  (c)  Prov.  4,  19,  1 8,  (d)  Prov.  11.  $.  (e)  Prov. 

3-  33-  (/)  Prov.  lo.iS. 

but 
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but  fuppofe  with  it,  fuch'a  Care  of  Virtue,  as 
will  not  ordinarily  leave  it  naked  and  defence- 
lefs.  In  the  Pfahn  whence  my  Text  is  taken, 
its  holy  Author  appealed  to  the  Experience  of 
Mankind,  for  an  Anfwer  to  the  Queftion  which 
is  now  before  us  ;  whether  the  Righteous  was  ever 
obferv’d  (g)  to  be  forfaken ,  or  his  Seed  begging 
their  Bread  >  Whether  any  Advantages,  accruing 
to  theUngodly,  were  ever  permanent,  or  oflong 
Continuance  ?  Tho’  he  had  feen  the  latter  (h)  in 
great  Power,  and  flourijhing  like  a  green  Bay-tree ; 
yet  (faith  he)  I  went  by,  and  lo  he  was  gone  ;  1 
[ought  him,  but  his  Place  could  no  where  be  found. 

Nor  is  the  natural  Courfe  of  Things  without 
its  Tendency  to  maintain  the  Caufe  of  the  Righ¬ 
teous,  and  to  oppofe  the  Wicked  in  his  feveral 
Pretenfions.  e.  g.  The  moil  hidden  Wickednefs  is 
feldom  fo  manag’d,  as  to  continue  long  a  Secret ; 
and  a  Difcovery  foon  will  blaft  it.  Reputation 
will  follow  Virtue,  and  will  Hand  up  in  Aid  of 
the  Purpofes,  which  are  form’d  upon  it.  The 
Slight  of  the  Hand,  and  the  Cunning  of  the 
Heart,  may  carry  on  fome  one  particular  View  to 
its  defir’d  Conclufion  ;  but  the  main  Thread  of 
Life  proceeds  with  mod:  Advantage,  when  it  is 
leaft  involv’d  and  entangl’d. 

Ask  the  Sinner,  to  whofe  dark  Defigns  the  ufe 
of  Trick  and  Fraud  is  necetfary,  Whether,  if  he 
thought  he  could  fucceed  in  the  Way  of  Inno¬ 
cence,  he  would  not  rather  chufe  it  ?  He  doubt- 
lefs  would  ;  and,  if  he  would  judge  impartially 
upon  the  main  Iffues  of  Life,  he  would  find  his 

(g)  Ver.  2 ; .  in  nr  Pfalter.  (h)Fer.]6.n,  'bid. 
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Integrity  hisbefl  and  his  furefl  Guide  to  them.  But 
his  Paffion  blinds  him,  and  his  Eagernefs  of  the 
Prey,  makes  him  overlook  the  Thorns  and  Briars, 
the  Troubles  and  the  Hazards,  which  encumber 
the  Way  he  takes  to  be  the  fhprteft.  If  he  comes 
off  without  a  Wound  or  Scratch  from  them,  he 
is  more  indebted  to  his  Luck,  than  his  Difcretion. 
For  the  Odds,  at  fetting  out,  are  great  againfthim, 
that  he  will  never  be  able  to  force  his  Paffage 
thro’  them. 

But  now  the  Man  who  hath  no  crooked  Mean¬ 
ing ,  hath  a  plain  Way  before  him ;  and  if  he 
moves  not  fo  faft  to  his  defir’d  Conclusion,  he 
gets  to  it,  however,  with  greater  Security ,  and 
with  lefs  Damage.  By  Suffering  his  Principlesto 
keep  him  Company,  he  hath  great  Refrefhment 
and  Support  under  all  his  Difficulties ,  and  by  the 
Aid  of  the  one,  is  the  better  enabled  to  conquer 
the  other.  For  this  may  with  great  Truth  and 
Juflice  be  obferv’d  of  Virtue  j  that  for  one  Hin¬ 
drance  which  it  throws  into  any  Man’s  way,  it 
furnifhes  many  Helps  to  him,  in  the  Courfe  of  his 
worldly  Purfuits  :  It  fectires  to  him  the  Favour 
of  God  and  Man  ;  whilft  it’s  contrary  mull  ex¬ 
pert  that  both  will  oppofe  him. 

Exceptions,  ’tis  agreed,  there  are  to  this  Rule, 
permitted  by  Providence,  and  made  by  a  naughty 
World,  and  by  the  various  Contingencies,  to 
which  this  mutable,  uncertain,  State  of  Things 
will  ever  be  obnoxious.  But  if,  at  fetting  out ,  the 
good  Man  and  the  wicked  had  only  the  fame 
Chances  for  the  Succefs  of  their  feveral  Aims  and 
ProfpedU )  certainly  the  good  Man’s  Choice 

would 
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would  be  far  the  wifeft,  for  the  many  other  Ad¬ 
vantages  infeparably  cleaving  to  it. 

Many  Vices,  ’tis  certain,  have  an  apparent  Ten¬ 
dency  to  crols  upon  thofe  Defigns,  which  their 
contrary  Virtues  favour.  And  the  Inftances  of  this 
are  far  more  numerous  and  more  extenfive,  than 
any  oppofite  Examples,  where  Trick  and  Kna¬ 
very  gain  a  Point,  which  could  not  have  been 
gain’d  by  upright  and  honeft  Pra&ice. 

Nor  is  the  Point,  when  gain’d,  nor  the  Refult  of 
their  leveral  Defigns,  when  moft  fuccefsful,  of 
equal  Moment  to  Men  of  fuch  different  Chara¬ 
cters  and  Denominations.  For, 

'idly.  If  we  proceed  in  our  Survey,  and  confi- 
der  them  both,  as  in  a  State  of  Enjoyment,  upon 
the  favourable  Iffue  of  their  refpe&ive  Purfuits  ;■ 
we  fliall  obferve  the  good  Man  to  have  great 
Advantage  ,\and  that  the  Righteous,  in  this  Point, 
is  not  only  more  excellent  than  his  Neighbour ,  but, 
upon  the  whole  of  his  Cafe,  more  happy  too. 

The  Time  muft  come,  they  both  well  know*, 
when  the  fmootheft  and  moft  flourifhing  Life 
fliall  receive  its  Ruffles  and  Difcompofures,  fliall 
wither,  and  at  laft  die  away  :  So  that  in  the  midft 
of  Fulnefs  and  Plenty,  Want  and  Deftitution  are 
in  View  with  both  of  them  ;  which  Time  ad¬ 
vances  towards  them,  by  Steps  very  lure,  howfo- 
ever  gradual.  Now  the  ProfpeCt  of  this  muft 
differently  affeCt  them,  as  they  are  differently 
provided  with  Comforts  and  Relources. 

They  who  have  no  Expectations  beyond  their 
prelent  Enjoyments,  whofe  only  Hope  is  to  perilli 
like  Beafts,  and  even  that  Hope  fo  ill  affur’d  to 

B  them. 
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them,  that  it  hath  at  moft  but  a  bare  VoJJibility  to 
fupport  it,  with  aim  oft,  if  not  altogether  an  Ini- 
fojfibility ,  that  it  ftiouid  ever  be  made  good  to 
them,  (thefe  Men,  I  fay,)  rnuft  be  content  to 
lower  the  Value  of  their  beft  Enjoyments,  from 
the  ugly  Conclufton,  which  cannot  but  fucceed 
them.  If  they  refolve  to  make  the  moft  of  them, 
becaufe  they  know  they  have  but  a  little  Time 
in  them  ;  they  will,  in  all  likelihood,  contract 
even  that  little  Time ,  and  make  it  lefs>  by  labour¬ 
ing  to  make  the  moft  of  it. 

Mean  while,  with  this  Refolution,  they  mud 
form  another,  which  perhaps  they  will  not  find 
themfelves  able  to  keep  j  and  this  muft  be  to  live 
without  any  Thought  or  Forecaft,  to  drown 
themfelves  in  an  animal  and  fenfual  Life,  never 
to  confider  the  Iffues  of  Futurity,  nor  what  ftiall 
become  of  their  better  Part,  the  thinking  Thing 
within  them,  whofe  Powers  they  muft  fupprefs 
by  all  poffible  Shifts  and  Devices ;  which  yet  will 
be  now  and  then  exerted,  to  the  infinite  Terror 
of  the  hopelefs  Sinner  :  But,  I  fay,  any  tolerable 
Eafe  or  Comfort  which  he  can  take  in  his  higheft 

v  _ 

Felicities,  muft  be  owing  to  the  Abfence  or  Stu¬ 
pefaction  of  common  Senfe  and  Underftanding. 
For  a  Man,  who  plays  upon  the  Brink  of  a  Preci¬ 
pice,  muft  furely  be  blind  or  mad.  Now  fuch 
a  Precipice  Sin  muft  be  to  the  bold  Adventurer, 
who  indulges  himielf  in  it  upon  any  fort  of  Prin¬ 
ciples  :  Since  no  fort  of  Principles  can  affaire  him, 
that  he  lliall  not  be  caft  headlong  thence,  within 
a  very  little  Time,  into  endlefs  and  remedilefs 
Perdition*  The  Froiick  and  Gaiety  wherewith 
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hefports  upon  it,  are  no  better  Evidences  of  his 
Happinefs,  than  any  little  Pleafantries,  or  Witti- 
cifms,  of  a  Madman,  prove  him  to  be  in  a  right 
Mind,  Whatever  his  Enjoyments  to  himfelf  may 
be ;  by  the  fober  and  fenfible  Part  of  Mankind, 
they  will  ever  be  confider’d  with  an  equal  Mix¬ 
ture  of  Horror  and  Companion.  Now  this  is  fo 
truly  the  Cafe  of  every  wicked  Man,  that  I  cannot 
find  out  Words,  which  will  more  juftly  or  pro¬ 
perly  reprefent  it.  Death  and  Definition  open 
wide  their  Mouths  for  him ;  he  either  fees  not 
his  Danger,  and  therefore  plays  upon  the  Borders 
of  it,  till,  fooner  or  later,  he  at  laft  falls  into  it  : 
Or  elle,  if  he  really  fees  it,  the  Sight  muft 
certainly  be  fo  Blocking  to  him,  that  he  can  have 
very  little  Satisfaction,  whilft  it  flares  him  in  the 
Face. 

The  good  Man’s  Cafe,  like  his  Conduct ,  is  the 
very  Reverie  of  what  hath  been  here  defcrib’d  to 
you.  His  Enjoyments  have  none  of  thefe  Al¬ 
lays  nor  Drawbacks ;  Whatfoever  there  is  in  them, 
comes  free  and  pure  to  him.  The  View  of  their 
Conclufion  needs  not  dilmay  nor  terrify  him,  nor 
fowerthe  prefent  Moment  with  any  dark  Pre- 
lages  of  thofe  which  fliall  fucceed  it.  That  all 
thefe  Things  muft  have  an  End,  he  knows,  as 
well  as  the  Sinner  ;  and  can  look  upon  its  Ap¬ 
proaches  towards  him  with  all  Afiurance,  that 
the  Change  will  be  to  his  Advantage.  As  he 
contracts  no  fatal  Blemifh  from  the  Felicities  of 
Life  and  Fortune,  they  leave  no  Sting  behind 
them,  and  do  not  darken  the  ProfpeCt  he  hath 
before  him,  of  future,  and  farther,  and  infinitely 

B  2  greater 
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greater  Good.  The  Meafure  of  worldly  Com- 
forts,  which  is  bell  adapted  to  his  Perfonal  Inte- 
reft,  and  moft  conliftent  with  his  Social  Relations, 
and  every  Way  moft  fuitable  to  the  State 
and  Poftnre,  which  he  ftands  in,  he  hath  all  Li¬ 
berty  to  life and  may  ufe  it  with  the  more  Ad¬ 
vantage,  for  the  Prudence  and  Temper  he  ob~ 
fervesinit. 

Virtue  is  ordinarily  a  plain  and  paffable  Road, 
lels  incumber’d  than  that  of  Vice  ,  is  later  and 
furer,  and  in  all  RefpeCts  more  commodious. 
It’s  Pleafures  are  more  compos’d  and  calm  3  they 
jade  not  the  Mind  either  in  the  Purfuit  or  En¬ 
joyment  of  them :  Nor  are  they  fucceeded  by 
that  Remorle  and  Vexation  of  Spirit,  which  are 
the  known  Attendants  upon  lawlefs  Gratifica¬ 
tions. 

Beftdes  ,  the  Hopes  of  a  good  Man  are  the 
more  likely  to  be  anfwer’d,  when  his  Purfuits 
are  fuccefsftil ,  becaufe  his  Expectations  have 
not  been  fulfer’d  to  {well  immoderately,  nor  to 
eat  out  Enjoyment  before  it  reaches  him.  And 
then  (I  fay)  he  hath  Hope  from  the  very  Circum- 
ftance,  which  to  the  Sinner  is  moft  forlorn  and 
bopekjfy  and  yet  rnuft  certainly  befal  him  5  for 
the  (/)  Righteous  hath  Hope  in  his  Heath. 

We  have  now  con-fid er’d  them  both,  as  in  a  State 
of  Proipeti  and  Purfuit  3  and  as  thofe  Profpeffs  and 
purfuits  may  have  fucceeded  with  them,  and  lb 
may  have  enter’d  them  upon  a  State  of  Enjoyment. 

But  as  Time  and  Chance  happen  here  to  all 


Men, 


(i)  Prov.14.  32 


T he  Juft  Alans  Character.  1 3 

Men,  to  the  Wicked ,  no  lefs  than  to  the  Righteous ; 
it  muft  be  agreed  to  be  poflible,  and  is  often  a 
Cafe  of  Fad,  that  both  of  them  may,  and  do, 
fail  in  their  refpedive  Purfuits  ;  and,  under  this 
View,  are  to  be  confider’d,  as  in  a  State  of  D if- 
appointment :  Which  is  the  third  of  thofe  Poftures, 
wherein  I  propounded  to  reprefent  them  :  And 
this,  of  the  three,  will  lead:  endure  aComparifon. 

For  when  the  Comforts  of  this  World  fail  the 
Sinner,  who  hath  all  his  Hope, and  all  hisTreafure, 
in  it ;  What  a  Load  of  Sorrow  muft  opprefs  him  ? 
How  forlorn  and  deplorable  muft  his  Condition 
be,  whom  Darkneft  furroundson  all  Hands ;  who 
hathMiferyto  encounter  here,  and  nothing  but 
Mifery  to  exped  hereafter  ?  Who  hath  facrific’d 
the  Peace  and  Purity  of  his  Confcience  to  thofe 
unhappy  Purfuit r,  which  have  all  along  enter¬ 
tain’d  him  with  anxious  Cares  and  Fears,  repaid 
him  at  laft  with  Pifappointment  and  Vexation,  and 
left  him  nothing  in  Profpeff  to  fupport  him  amidft 
all  thefe  Preftures,  but,  inftead  of  it,  obnoxious 
to  the*  Jufti.ee  of  an  offended  Deity,  and  to  all 
the  Terrors  of  his  Wrath,  who,  in  hi s  Anger ,  is 
a  con  fuming  Fire  ? 

Let  him  then  obferve,  from  hence,  the  prodigi¬ 
ous  Blunder  he  committed  at  letting  out ;  when 
he  left  his  Principles  behind  him,  with  as  little 
Afturance  of  Succefs  from  leaving  them,  as  he 
might  have  had  from  abiding  by  them.  Perhaps 
the  very  Caufe  of  his  Pif appointments  is  founded 
in  his  Vices  ,•  and  his  Health,  Reputation,  or  For¬ 
tune,  or  whatfoever  be  the  Quarter  from  whence 
his  Afflidions  gall  him,  fuffer  diredly  from  his 
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finful  Courfes.  How  dreadful  and  infoppor table 
under fuch  Circumftances  muft  be,  the  Reflexi¬ 
ons  he  paffes  upon  his  own  Folly !  How  raging 
the  Remorfe,  which  gnaws  upon  his  Confciencey 
and  preys  perhaps  upon  his  Vitals  too  1  How 
pungent  the  Sting  of  that  Worm $  which  hath  a 
Moth  attending  it  to  corrupt  his  Treafure ,  at  the 
fame  time  wherein  it  over-fpreads  his  Mind  with 
the  Horrors  of  Defpondency,  and  conveys,  it 
may  be,  Rottennefs  to  his  Bones  befides  I 

But  be  it  fo,  that  his  Vices  do  not  direXly  lay 
him  under  any  of  thefe  Diftrefles ;  that  his  Mis¬ 
fortunes  befal  him,  in  the  common  Courfe  of 
things,  and  thro’  the  ordinary  Contingencies  of 
human  Life:  Yet  fill  they  will  be  attended,  in 
his  Cafe,  with  the  peculiar  Aggravation,  of  lea¬ 
ving  him  no  Refources,  no  Comforts,  to  betake 
to.  He  hath  flaked  the  Sum  total  of  his  Happi- 
nefs  upon  a  Chance  which  hath  failed  him ;  and 
rifqued,  as  it  were,  his  whole  Eftate,  upon  the 
Caft  of  a  Die,  which  hath  not  fucceeded.  If  now 
there  were  any  thing  inReverfion,  of  weightenough 
to  buoy  up  his  linking  Spirits  ;  if  any  Glimpfe  of 
Light  could  be  let  in  upon  his  gloomy,  dejeXed^ 
Mind,  from  a  favourable  profpeX  of  Futurity  ;  his 
prefent  Burden  might  be  render'd  by  it  fome- 
wliat  more  fupportable.  But  a  wounded  Spirit , 
added  to  other  Calamities,  preffes  too  hard  upon 
human  Nature,  to  be,  in  any  manner,  tolerable. 
Hope  is  the  Anchor  of  the  Souf  which  keeps  it 
from  finking^  in  the  Storms  and  Tempefts  of  Life. 
Take  away  this  Refource  from  it,  and  you  leave 
it  utterly  forlorn  and  deflitute.  But  now  what 
.  '  Hope 


‘The  Juft  Maris  Character.  15 

Hope  is  left  to  him  of  retrieving  elSewhere,  the 
Misfortunes  which  here  befal  him,  when  all  the 
Arguments,  which  eftahlifh  a  State  beyond  the 
Grave,  conclude  undeniably,  that  he  muff  be 
worfted  by  it.?  '  y;  ;  1  • 

The  Man  of  Religion  hath  a  very  different  View 
before  him,  whenever  his  Lot  proves  here  unfa¬ 
vourable.  When  his  Religion  lays  him?  under 
Circumftances  of  Diflrefs  and  Difficulty  (  which 
yet  are  much  oftner  brought  upon  Men  by  theit 
Vices,  than  they  are  by  their  Virtues  )  the  Mea- 
fure  of  his  Supports  and  Comforts  rifes  al¬ 
ways  in  Proportion  to  them  $  and  the  Hope 
which  he  derives  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Grave, 
is  evermore  fo  much  the  brighter  and  the  Wronger, 
as  the  Misfortunes  which  befal  him  on  this  Side 
of  it,  are,  more  or  lefs,  chargeable  to  the  Account 
of  his  Virtues.  Then  he  can  even  rejoyce  in  thofe 
Tribulations  and  Reproaches,  to  which,  either 
the  Gofpei  it  felf,  or  any  important  Truth  of  it* 
fhall  happen  to  expofe  him.  But  this,  we  may 
obferve,  is  a  Cafe  which  we  beldam  meet,  with.; 
and  more  rarely  far  than  with  the  Cafe  of  thofe, 
who  buffer  for  their  Sins,  without  any  Recompence, 
and  with  great  Aggravations  entaifd  upon  their 
Mibery. 

When  a  good  Man  mifearries,  the  common 
Chances  of  Life  nuift  ufually  account  for  it  5 
which  he  would  not  have  avoided  by  Sacrificing 
his  Goodnefs  to  them.  But  then,  by  preferring  it, 
he  hath  infinite  Advantages.  By  not  over-charg¬ 
ing  his  Expectations,  nor  depending  upon  too 
much,  from  any  temporal  Felicities,  the  Difap- 

pointment. 
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pointment,  when  it  comes,  fits  the  eafier  and 
lighter  on  him  ;  and  he  can  pofjefs  his  Soul  in  the 
greater  Patience  from  the  Regularity  of  his  De¬ 
fires,  and  from  his  habitual  Submilfion  to  the  Will 
of  Providence.  When  the  Bulk  of  his  Trealure 
is  fafely  lodg’d,  he  may  be  the  lefs  concern’d  for 
any  Mifadventures  happening  to  fome  fcatter’d 
Parts  of  it. 

Above  all ;  when  he  confiders  God  as  his  Friend,* 
and  Heaven  as  his  Inheritance,  he  will  thence  de¬ 
rive  fuch  unfpeakable  Confolation,  as  may  well 
be  fet  in  the  Balance  a  gain  ft  the  foreft  Diftrefles 
of  the  prefent  Seafon.  ( k )  In  the  multitude  of  the 
Sorrows  which  I  had  in  my  Heart,  (faith  our  holy 
Pfalmift  to  God)  thy  Comforts  have  refrejhed  my 
Soul  When  he  confiders  the  Misfortunes  of  Life, 
not  as  the  Inflictions  of  an  angry  Judge,  but  as 
the  Wounds  of  a  Friend,  labouring  to  refine  his 
Drofs,  and  improve  his  Nature,  and  to  lit  him  for 
nearer  and  more  intimate  Communications  with 
the  Father  of  Spirits ;  the  Reluftances  of  Flefii 
'  and  Blood  will  certainly  be  mollify’d ;  his  Soul 
will  be  melted  down  into  the  humbleft  Adora¬ 
tions  of  the  Hand  which  chaftens  him  ;  and  he 
will  acknowledge  it,  in  the  Conclufion,  to  have 
been  good  for  him,  that  he  was  fo  aff  idled. 

The  threeParticulars, which  have  hitherto  been  in- 
lifted  on,  take  in  the  whole  Compafs  of  our  prelent 
Life  ;  which  is  always  to  be  found  in  one  of  thefe 
Poftures  ;  either  in  a  State  of  Propped  and  Pur¬ 
suit  ;  or  elfe  of  Pojfefion  and  Emoyment j  or  final¬ 
ly  of  Difappointment  and  Vexation. 


(k)  Plal.  p4-.  >9- 
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Now,  if  upon  weighing  the  feveral  Cafes  of 
the  Righteous  and  th e  Wicked,  under  each  ofthefe 
Circumftances,  the  Balance  turns  usually  in  Favour 
of  the  Righteous  ,*  if  this  be  the  Ruley  whereby 
we  are  ordinarily  to  judge  of  them,  whatfoever 
Exceptions  it  may  fomettmes  meet  with ;  then  I 
think  it  apparent,  that  the  Wicked  carve  for 
themfelves  but  icurvily,  with  refped  to  this 
World,  and  to  the  only  Advantage  they  have 
any  Pretence  of  claiming:  And  therefore  even 
with  refped  to  the  Blues  of  the  Life  which  now  is  | 
we  may  well  acquiefce  in  that  Declaration  of 
God  to  Man,  which  we  find  recorded  in  the  Book 
of  Job  :  (/)  Behold  the  Fear  of  the  Lord  ,  that  is 
IVifdom ;  and  to  depart  from  Evil  is  Under (landing* 

But  then  qthly  and  laftlyy  from  the  Conclufion  of 
this  Life,  it  nmft  be  infinitely  more  fo  ;  becaufe 
of  the  great  and  never-failing  Difference,  which 
will  then  be  made  between  the  one  and  the  other* 

There  will  be  divers  Exceptions  to  any  Rule * 
which  can  be  here  laid  down,  with  regard  to 
Things  fo  contingent  and  uncertain,  as  the  E~ 
vents  of  this  various,  unfettled  Life  :  Thefe  Ex¬ 
ceptions  are  wifely  order’d,  that  we  may  thence 
colled  an  indubitable  Affurance  of  a  State  beyond 
it,  wherein  we  may  depend  upon  a  more  exad 
Retribution.  Yet  hence  it  is,  that  we  have  no  inva¬ 
riable  Diftinffion  made  upon  the  prefent  Scene** 
between  the  good  Man  and  the  Wicked.  What¬ 
ever  the  ufuai  Tendency  of  Things  may  be,  there 
is  now  and  then  a  Failure  in  the  Gourfe  of  them! 
And  the  Man  of  Religion  fometimes  mifcarries* 
when  the  Man  of  none  fhall  thrive  and  profper* 

(V  Job  a$.  z8e 
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The  Man  of  Religion  chofe,  however,  prudently, 
even  for  t his World, be caufe  he  chofe,at  letting  out, 
with  the  moft  promifing  Appeurences  ofSuccefs  to 
his  Purfuits,  But  for  thele  few  Exceptions  to  our 
jR«fe,there  will  be  an  abundantRecompence,  when 
this  Life  fhall  fail  us,  and  therewith  fhall  be  o~ 
pen’d  the  boundlels  Profped:  of  Eternity. 

What  would  not  the  dying  Sinner  give  for  the 
leaft  Glimpfe  of  Hope  in  his  departing  Moments  ? 
What  would  he  not  facrifice  to  any  Alfurance, 
even  of  that  forlorn  Expedition,  that  he  might 
fink  loftly  into  nothing,  without  any  Account  or 
Remembrance  of  his  Life  and  Conduct  t  The 
Entertainments  he  hath  had  from  them,  are  va- 
niliEd  like  a  Dream  or  Shadow  ,  and  have  left 
him  nothing  torched:  on  but  the  Horrors  of  his 
Guilt,  nor  any  Profped:  but  of  the  Vengeance, 
which  is  now  overtaking  him.  This  is  the 
hopeful  Conclufion  of  all  his  plealing  Images, 
and  of  all  his  thoughtlefs  and  vain  Amufements. 
Like  as  the  Smoak  vanifheth ,  [o  are  they  driven  a- 
way ;  and  like  as  Wax  melteth  at  the  Fite ,  fo  do 
the  Ungodly  perifh  at  the  Pre fence  of  God . 

But  then  the  Righteous  zreglad  and  rejoyce  before 
him .  There  might  be  Reafon  even  for  them  to 
tremble  at  the  Approaches  of  hisPrelence,  were 
it  not  foften’d  to  them  by  a  Mediator’s  Intereft, 
which  hath  entitled  them  to  the  Adoption  of  Chil¬ 
dren ,  and  privileg’d  them  to  cry  Abbay  Father . 
But  in  this  View  of  their  Cafe,  with  nothing  to 
fear,  they  have  a  great  deaf  to  hope  ;  that  the 
Conclufion  of  their  prefent  Life,  will  either  im¬ 
prove  their  Felicities,  or  wipe  away  all  their  Sor¬ 
rows. 
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rows.  So  that  in  the  greateft  Abundance  of 
worldly  Good,  they  can  have  no  Apprehenlion, 
that  a  Change  will  hurt  them  ;  and  in  the  Cala¬ 
mities  of  Life,  they  are  fare  of  a  blefled  Re¬ 
moval  from  them.  Peace  muft  be  the  Conference 
upon  either  Reprefentation ,  which  is  more  than 
can  be  well  affirm’d  of  the  molt  unaliay’d  Ad¬ 
vantages  "in  Polfelhon  of  the  Wicked.  But  Peace 
undifturb’d,  with  Fulnefs  of  Joy ,  and  Pleafure  for 
evermore,  will  be  the  lure,  never-failing  En¬ 
tertainments  of  the  Innocent  and  Upright,  when 
this  Life  is  Ended,  and  with  it  all  its  Dif- 
compofures,  are  laid  alleep.  (///)  Where  the  Wick¬ 
ed  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the  Weary  be 
at  Reft.  Where  the  Work  of  Righteoufnefs  Jhall  be 
Peace ,  and  the  Effect  of  Righteoufnefs ,  ftuietnefs 
and  Affurance  for  ever .  (o)  When  the  ranfomed  of 
the  Lord  Jhall  come  unto  Zion ,  with  Songs  and  e- 
verlafting  Joy  upon  their  Heads  ,  where  they  Jhall 
obtain  Joy  and  Qladnefs. ?  and  Sorrow  and  Sighing 
Jhall  flee  away. 

I  have  now  gone  thro’  the  leveral  Particulars 
which  were  propounded  to  you  from  my  Text  : 
And  I  perfuade  my  fell,  that  you  have  already 
anticipated  the  Application  I  delign  to  make  of 
it :  For  you  muft  have  mark'd  this  Upright  Many 
whofe  Lifelefs  Remains  are  now  before  you, 
throughout  the  whole  Courfe  and  Tenour  of: his 
Conduct ;  fo  that  I  fear  no  Imputation  of  Flat¬ 
tery,  nor  even  of  Partiality,  when  I  recommend  to 


(m) Job  3, 17,  (n)  Ifa.  32=  *7*  (0)  Ifa.  3  5=  10. 
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yon  his  Example  in  doing  Juftly ,  and  loving 
Mercy ,  and  walking  humbly  withhis  God . 

How  feryieeable  he  was  in  a  very  ufeful  Profef- 
fioh ;  with  what  Charity  to  the  Poor ,  what  Jufiice 
to  the  Richj  what  Compajjion  to  ^//,  he  employ’d 
the  Skill  in  it,  which  fo  eminently  diftinguiih’d 
him,  he  hath  jnany  living  Witnefles  to  proclaim 
for  him.  ' 

J  A 

There  is  no  room  to  flourifh  upon  a  Character 
fo  deferving,  which  Panegyric  would  find  it  as 
hard  to  magnify,  as  Malice  or  Envy  to  diminilhit. 

He  had  fief  the  Lord  always  before  him  5  and 
therefore  was  never  unmindful  of  his  Ail-feeing 
Prefence  ;  nor  could  the  moft  unguarded  Seafons 
betray  him  into  the  leaf!  Appearences  of  being  fo: 
He  was  truly  zealous  for  his  God,  and  a  known 
Advocate  for  Religion,  wherever  it  wanted  one  $ 
and  he  was  as  able  to  defend ,  as  he  was  willing  to 
fraffice,  and  fitted  to  adorn  it. 

His  Piety  was  real  and  unaffeded  ;  equal¬ 
ly  free  from  Difguife ,  and  Oftentation ;  from  the 
Exceffes  of  Trie  at ,  and  the  Extremities  pf  Cold  , 
from  the  Giddinej }  of Enthufiafn ,  and  the  Stiffnefs 
of  Formality ;  from  the  Rigour y  of  the  Precife ,  and 
the  Liberties  of  the  Licentious ,  For  he  had  an  Head 
which  knew  how  to  prefcribe  fit  Meafures  for  his 
Heart and  thus,  as  his  Conscience  was  well  inf ormd , 
fo  his  Knowledge  was  f radical ;  and  they  lent  each 
other  a  mutual  Help.  ’ ' 

His  Love  of  his  Country  was  fincere  and  cor¬ 
dial  :  He  had  a  confcientipus  and  true  Concern 
for  it  s  prefent  Settlement  in  Church  and  State  , 
#or  did  his  Paffion  fo£  tjie  one  fwallow  up  his 

J  '  '  ‘  *  Affe&iou 
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Affedlionto  the  other.  For  he  was  throughly  per- 
jfuaded  they  would,  both,  thrive  belt  in  each  o- 
ther’s  Company,  when  they  fhould  take  fweetCoun- 
cily  and  go  together  into  the  Houfe  of  God  as  Friends : 
And  therefore  he  never  made  a  Merit  of:  putting 
a  funder  y  what  the  Reafon  of  Things,  and  the  Pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  had  apparently  joyn'd  together . 

Simplicity  and  Godly  Sincerity  were  fo  peculiarly 
his  Ornaments,  that  he  delighted  in  none  befides 
them  :  He  valu’d  Appearences  no  farther,  nor  us’d 
them  for  any  other  Purpofe,  than  as  a  Language  to 
convey  the  Sentiments  of  his  Soul.  He  rightly  judg’d, 
that  good  Meaning  was  a  Beauty ,  which  wanted  no 
Art  to  dr  eft  it,  nor  Labour  to  force  it  upon  the 
Notice  of  Mankind,  And,  I  believe,  no  one  was 
ever  advanc’d  to  his  Pitch  of  Eminence,  in  any 
Calling,  withle fs  Endeavour,  on  his  own  Part,  to 
raife  him  up  to  it. 

As  a  Friend ;  (  I  fpeak  it  with  Gratitude  and 
Experience)  I  never  knew  any,  who  more  excel¬ 
led  in  all  the  Offices  flowing  from  that  Relation  : 
And  indeed  no  Relation  in  Life  had  reafon  to 
complain  of  him  ,*  but  each  had,  to  commend, 
find  efteem,  and  to  blefs  God  for  him. 

His  Condudf:,  upon  the  whole,  was  all  of  a 
piece;  Uniform  and  Confident  in  every  Part  of  it. 
Here  he  opened  the  fir 'ft  Scenes  of  Bufinefs,  and 
here  he  clofed  the  laft  of  them  ;  io  that  I  could 
not,  if  I  would,  in  this  Place,  mifreprefent  him. 

And  as  we  now  ha vq  marked  his  Character,  and 
beheld  this  upright  Man  in  all  the  Grace  and  Beau¬ 
ty  of  his  Virtues ;  fo  we  may  proceed  to  obferve 
the  Blejjings  attending  him,  which  my  Text  hath 
Entailed  upon  the  Perfons  defeated  in  it.  As 
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As  it  is  no  Man’s  Difparagement,  that  he  was 
not  born  to  Eminence,  and  the  Splendor  of  Life  ; 
Ifhall  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  from  no  very  pro- 
mifing,  nor  aufpicious  Prolpeds,  and  with  an  ori¬ 
ginal  bent  of  Inclination,  favouring  {a)  other 
Studies,  he  loon  arrived  to  a  diftinguifli’d  degree 
of  Proficiency  in  a  Calling  which  he  did  not 
ehufe;  and  yet  I  have  frequently  heard  him  thank¬ 
ful  to  that  Providence,  which  fixed  him  in  it,  for 
the  Opportunities  it  gave  him  of  being  more  fer- 
viceable  to  his  Family  and  Friends,  than  he  might 
probably  have  been,  had  he  fucceeded  in  his  firft 
Defires.  ~ 

His  Fortune  grew  by  degrees  to  be  fo  much  in 
his  Power,  that  his  Soul  muff  have  funk  into  his 
Wealth,  if,  according  to  the  common  Guife  of 
the  World,  as  Richer  increased ,  he  had  fet  his 
Heart  upon  them .  But  hechofe  rather  to  be  rich 
in  good  Works ,  and  rich  towards  God^  with,  whom 
a  Trealure  laid  up  is  always  lure  of  producing 
the  beft  and  the  largeft  Intereft. 

He  was  indeed  fo  far  from  courting  the  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  Gain,  that,  perhaps,  no  Man  was  c- 
ver  more  coulter!  by  them,  who  cho'e  to  leave 
fewer  Signs  of  it  behind  him.  And  yet  the  whole 
Tenour  of  his  Life  was  as  far  removed  from  Pro - 
digality ,  as  it  was  from  A'Van  e. 

The  Enjoyments  of  the  World  he  knew  how 
to  ufe  in  proper  Seafons  and  Proportions ;  and 

(a)  He  much  defired  to  have  been  bred  a  Divine  ;  and  was  wed  qua¬ 
lified  to  have  been  fo,  by  an  uncommon  Progrefs  in  the  Preparatory  Studies 
end  in  Clajfical  Learning  f  of  which,  to  the  left,  he  retained  a  very 
lively  Tajie. 

ho 
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he  was  fuccefsfol  enough  in  theCourfe  of  his  world¬ 
ly  Purfuits,  to  have  indulged  himfelfin  any  meafure 
of  them,  which  Reafon  and  Religion  could  allow 
to  him.  But  Bill  he  was  fenfible,  that  the  trueft  ufe 
of  them,  was  not  to  indulge  too  much  to  them. 

His  Conflitution,  tho’  none  of  the  krongeft, 
did  not,  however,  break  in  much,  nor  often,  ei¬ 
ther  upon  his  Recreation  or  his  Bufinefs :  But  af¬ 
ter  a  fmooth' and  eafy  Paffage  of  Life,  with  little 
Ruffle  or  Difconipofure,  before  the  Infirmities  of 
Age  had,  to  any  obfervable  degree,  either  leffen- 
ed  the  Comforts,  or  impaired  the  Vigor  of  it, 
the  Diftemper  feized  him,  which  proved  fatal  to 
him :  And  even  in  this  Particular,  the  Define  of 
his  Soul  was  fatisfied . 

For  from  the  Genius  of  a  Difeafe  which  had 
fometimes  attack’d  him,  he  was  a  little  appre- 
henfive  of  a  lingring  and  painful  Death ;  and  I 
have  often  heard  him,  with  a  due  Submilfion  to 
the  Will  of  Providence,  iolicitous  to  avoid  Inch 
a  Tryal  of  his  Patience :  So  it  pleafed  God,  that 
he  was  not  denied  the  Rcquefi  of  his  Lips ;  but,  as 
one  habitually  prepared  to  attend  the  Summons 
of  his  Maker,  he  was  called  out  of  the  World 
upon  little  Notice,  not  indeed  without  fome  an¬ 
tecedent  Prelages  of  his  Change,  yet  without  a- 
ny  Blocking  Circumftances  of  Pain  or  Struggle. 

Ashe  well  underftood  the  Brittlenefs  of  Hu¬ 
man  Life,  he  never  depended  upon  its  long  Con¬ 
tinuance,  never  indeed  imagin’d,  he  fhould  lee 
the  Period,  to  which  it  was,  in  Fack,  extended  with 
him.  He  had  no  Reafon  to  be  afraid  of  his  Dit 
folution  5  and  therefore  was  not  backward  to  en¬ 
tertain 
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tertain  the  Thoughts  of  it :  For  it  appears  from 
fome  written  Remains  which  he  hath  left  behind 
him,  that  the  Subjed  was  familiar  to  him  ;  that  it 
had  frequently  employ’d  his  Meditations  in  his 
vacant  Seafons ;  that  he  had  taken  fome  Pains  in 
dwelling  and  improving  it  ;  that  he  had  number'd 
his5  Days,  and  Jpplfd&s  Heart  to  the  Wifdm  of 
Confidering  his  latter  End:  Which  accordingly 
prov’d  to  him,  juft  what  the  Textdefcribes  it ;  and 
as  he  liv'd  in  Uprightnefi ,  fo  he  died  in  Peace. 
JSIoio  he  refts  from  ■  his  Labours ■,  his  Works  (we 
doubt  not)  follow  him,  and  his  Memory  is  blcjjed. 

Our  Part  upon  this  Occasion  will  be,  to  honour 
the  one ,  and  to  follow  the  Example  ol  the  other ; 
to  ad  upon  a  fteadv  Belief  of  the  Promifes 
made  to  Godlmefs  j  to  life  this  World  as  not  abufing 
it  ;  to  live  in  it,  as  becomes  a  People,  whoexped 
a  Removal  from  it ;  neither  weary  of  our  preient 
Abode,  nor  afraid  of  Changing  it ;  but  always 
ready  to  obey  our  great  Mailer  s  Oideis,  and  to 
ihift  the  Scene,  when,  or  howfoever,  he  ihall  be 


pleas’d  to  dired  it.  .  , 

And  may  the  Melfenger  of  Death,  in  whate¬ 
ver  Form  he  Ihall  approach  us,  find  us  all  thus 
prepar’d  to  anl'wer  his  Demands  upon  us  ;  free 
from  the  Agonies  of  Confulion,-  Surprize,  and 
Terror ;  in  a  proper  Confhtution  and  Bent  ot 
Soul  ;  with  religned  and  holy  Dilpolitions ;  and 
with  fome  gracious  Alfurances  from  the  Spirit  of 
God,  that  we  are  falling  into  the  Hands  of  a 

merciful  Father  !  .  . 

Evenfo ,  Lord  Jefits ,  receive  us  to  thy  Mercies ■/ 

,  FI  X  I  s. 


